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TO THE LANDED INTEREST. 


OR the encouragement of agriculture, much needed 
in Scotland, various Acts of Parliament, before the 
Union, were paſled in that country, prehibiting the impor- 


Our 


tation of grain from Ireland, or other foreign parts. 


anceſtors thought this fo important a point, that they made 


it the ſubject of a ſpecial article in the Act of Union, article 


6th, in theſe words: And, in reſpe& the importations of 
© Victual into Scotland, from any place beyond Sea, would 
« prove a Diſcouragement to Tillage, therefore, that the Pro- 
© hibition, as now in force by the Law of Scotland, againſt 
© Importation of Victual from Ireland, or any place beyond 


6 Sea, into Scotland, do, after the Union, remain in the ſame 


© Force as now it is, until more proper and effectual Ways 


be provided by the Parliament of Great Britain, for Diſ- 


© couraging the Importation of the ſaid Victual from beyond 
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t Sea.“ And from that day, until this day, the Britiſh "BY 


liament has ſo well preſerved national faith upon this point, 


as to admit only one exception from this article, viz. in the 


caſe of a dearth. 


Mr Orde's 3d Reſolution contains theſe words : It is pro- 


per that no prohibition ſhould exiſt in either country 


© againſt the importation, uſe, or ſale, of any article, the 


© growth, product, or manufacture, of the other.” This is 


a direct repeal of the above Article of the Union; for, un- 
der this reſolution, the Iriſh may import victual into Scot- 


land whether there be dearth or not. 


Reſolution 7th contains theſe words : © It is neceſſary, 


« further, that no prohibition, or new additional duties, ſhould 
© be hereafter impoſed on either Kingdom, on the exporta- 
© tion of any article of native growth, product, or manu- 
© facture, from thence to the other, except ſuch as either 
© Kingdom may deem expedient from time to time, upon 
corn, meal, malt, flour, and biſcuits; and alſo, except 


© where here now exiſls any prohibition which is 197 recipro- 


© cal, or any duty which is not equal in both Kingdoms; in 


© every which caſe. the prohibition may be made reciprocal, or 
« the duties raiſed ſo as to make them equal.“ At preſent, 
there is no prohibition to export grain from Scotland to Ire- 
land, either by Britiſh or Iriſh ſtatute z and, in fact, very great 


quantities of grain have been commonly exported from the 


north- 


1 
north · eaſt parts of Scotland to Ireland. But there is a prohi 
bition now exiting to Import Victual from Ireland to Scot- 


land; and = Hre, the import of the latter part of this clauſe 
is, that the: - - bition is to be reciprocal, and, conſequently, 


Scotland is not to Export Victual to Ireland. 


The firſt of theſe reſolutions claſhes with the laſt part of 
the ſecond of them : for the one ſuppoſes that there is to be 
no prohibition, and the other that there is to be a reciprocal 
prohibition. And the laſt part of the 7th reſolution claſhes 
with the firſt part of it for the Laſt part of it. ſuppoſes that 


the prohibition now exiting, to import to Scotland from Ire- 


land, ſhall become reciprocal in future times, not to export 

from Scotland to Ireland; and yet the firſt part of it ſup- 
| poſes, that hereafter prohibitions, or new additional duties, may 
be impofed ; that is to ſay, may in future times vibrate, in 
terms of the reſolution, as either kingdom may deem expedient 
from time to time: All which makes ſuch a jumble, that it is 
plain the perſon who drew theſe two inconfiſtent reſolutions, 


whoever he was, did not ſee his way in the matter before 


him. 


But whether, by theſe reſolutions, the exportation from 
Tretand to Scotland is intended to take place, or not to take 
place, or to depend on the accident of vibration, the Landed 
Intereſt of Scotland muſt ſuffer. If the prohibition is to take 
place, then, as it is to be reciprocal, we are to be barred 


from 
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from ſending Victual to Ireland, and thus loſe a beneficial 


market. If it is not to take place, then the Iriſh will pour 


in their Victual upon us, to the ruin of our Land Eſtates. 


If it is to vibrate from time to time, according to the plea- 


ſure of either Parliament, then we are to exchange the pre- 


ſent ſecurity to our eſtates, ſaved to us by the Articles of 


Union in all future times, for the chance of future temporary 
favours, depending on the accident of the Parliaments of Eng- 
land and Ireland being in the humour to grant us thoſe fa- 
vours when we aſk them, and which we may moſt need 


when the parliaments are not ſitting. 


England as well as Scotland muſt ſuffer by the re:nov.l of 
the prohibition to import from Ireland to Scotland, becauſe 


Scotland has hitherto got her ſupplies from England. In the 


thirteen month from Auguſt 1. 1782, to September 1. 1783, 


the importation from England was 288,880 quarters of grain. 


TO THE MANUFACTURING INTEREST. 


SILKEN MANUFACTURE.—Mr Orde's reſolutions keep 


out of ſight the queſtion, Whether Ireland is to be at liberty 


to trade in the Eaſt Indies, to the dominions of Aſiatic 


Princes, and to foreign ſettlements, if not to the ſettlements 


of the Engliſh Eaſt India Company. It is believed that Ire- 


land claims a right to all three ; at leaſt, ſhe certainly claims 


Sea. 


: th 


SF 
the two firſt. It is very well known, that, if Britain was to 
take of the duties from Eaſt India raw ſilk, ſhe would rival 


the Southern nations of Europe in the ſilken manufacture. 


But the cannot take off theſe duties, becauſe they produce 


a very great revenue, which ſhe cannot ſpare. Ireland is in 
no ſuch diſtreſs; ſhe will impoſe no duties either on raw 


or organzined filk ; but take up the ſilken manufacture free 


of duties upon both. 


Until the Iriſh have eſtabliſhed their own filken manufac- 
tures, they will, for the ſake of an immediate profit, and, 


perhaps, even after theſe are eſtabliſhed, they may, for the 


fake or the continuance of the profit, export that raw ſilk to 


the Low Countries, to Germany, and the countries to the 
north and eaſt of it, where the manufactures of ſilk, if the 
raw matcrial was cheap, can as eaſily be eſtabliſhed as the 
linen manufacture, in thoſe countries, now is. The conſe- 
quence would be, to raiſe up new rivals abroad to our filk 
manufactures at home. 


2 


The loſs of the ſilk manufacture will be a material one to 


Scotland, both in point of poſſeſſion, and in point of proſpect. 
'There are only five hundred filk gauze looms in all Eng- 


land. But, beſides other gauze looms in Scotland, by an ac- 


count taken laſt year of the number in and round Glaſgow _ 


and Paiſley alone, there are ſeven thouſand ; and theſe ſeven 


_ thouſand looms maintain forty thouſand people. The gauzes 


of 
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18 
ef Glaſgow and Paifley were arrived at ſuch a degree of per- 
fection, that many of them were ſold by dealers as Eaſt Indian, 
at ſales of Eaſt India muſlins. Working ſilk is almoſt as eaſy as 
working linen; and, therefore, the tranſition from one branch 
of the buſineſs to another, is eaſy; and, conſequently, the ex- 
tention of the buſineſs is natural and certain, if not checked by 
artificial cauſes. Of all manufactures, the ſilken deſerve moſt to 
be encouraged ; becauſe, when the children of other manufac- 
turers are a burden on their parents, till they arrive at 14 or 
I 5 years of age, the children of a filk weaver, on the con- 
trary, are an eſtate to him, ſeeing they begin to work at ſeven 
years of age; the certain conſequence of which is, that that 
manufacture increaſes marriages and populouſneſs more than 
any other. But few manufactures are more eaſily tranſport- 
able than the gauze ; they require nothing to be carried, ex- 
cept the weaver, his loom, and his children. If the weavers 
of Glaſgow and Paiſley, and other parts of Scotland, hear 
of raw filk, and organzine filk, ready for them in Ireland, 
free of duties, they will be on their looms there in a very 


ſhort time. 


Laſt ſummer the filk gauzes received a ſevere blow, when, 


to encourage the muſlins of the Eaſt India Company, a tax of | 


twenty per cent. was laid upon gauzes. Mr Orde's reſolutions, 
added to that tax, will put an end to the manufacture, An 
uncautious act of parliament may be repealed ; but the blow 


given in a national treaty, is never to be recovered. An Eng- 
liſh |} 


| 6 29 


liſn Parliament may take off the 20 per cent. they laid on; 


but an Iriſh parliament will not ſo eaſily ſutres the ſu- 
periority in the ſilken manufactures which theſe reſolutions 
will enſure to them, if they have the ſanction of the Parlia- 
ments of both kingdoms, in a ſolemn compact, and become 


the Magna Charla of the commerce of Ireland. 


COTTON MANUFACTURES. - All along the weſtern part 
of the coaſts of Indoſtan, there are a vaſt variety of coarſe cotton 
manufactures. In the country about Surat, they make a ſtuff 
that comes home for wrappers, and even with duties could be 
afforded in London for 35 d. a yard. But cotton is the natural 
wear of a Negro, and to which he has been habituated in his 
own country. Theſe wrappers are far more proper than linen. 
bs Oſnaburgs for ſlaves in the Weſt-Indies and America. 'The 
Portugueſe ſend vaſt quantities of different ſorts of coarſe cot- 
ton goods from the Malabar coaſt to their African ſettlements 
on both fides of the Cape of Good Hope. The Englith Afri- 
can Company find it a good trade to receive coarſe cottons 
from India to England, and to fend them from thence to the 
coaſt of Africa. In the book of rates printed in a ſmall vo- 
tame in the ycar 1782, page 350. there are enumerated eigh- 
teen different ſpecies of coarſe cotton Indian goods, which are 


not allowed to be fold in England; but only to be exported 


from England to Africa. Some of theſe are handkerchiefs, 
checks, and cloths, and others are of other uſeful fabricks. 


On the other fide of India are many ſpecies of fine cotton 
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goods; ſome of which are enumerated, and others not enu- 
merated in our ſtatates. And all of theſe, whether coarſe on 
the one ſide of Tadia, or fine on the other, can be brought 
by the Iriſh to America, the Weſt Indies, and Ireland, ſeve- 
ral hundred per cn. cheaper than the cotton weavers of 
Paiſley, and the other parts of Scotland, could make them. 
The Engliſh Parliament knows all this perfectly well, and 
would allow them to be imported to Britain, on account of 
their exceſſive cheapneſs, was it not that the importation of 
them would overturn the immente cotton manufacture of Eng- 
land ; and, conſequently, all the employment of people, the 
cuſtoms, and exciſes which ariſe from it. But the Irith arc 
under no ſuch fear or anxiety. Their cotton manufacture is 
a trifle, They will ether bring home theſe goods in the veſ- 
ſels of foreign Eaſt India Companies, or they will go to the 
Eaſt Indies for them themſelves, as I fall foon ſhow will be 


the caſe, and from Ireland ſpread them all over the world. 


Laſt ſummer the cotton manufactures of Britain received a 
ſevere blow, when a heavy tax was laid on them by Parlia- 
ment. Mr Orde's reſolutions, added to that tax, will put an 
end to the manufacture for ever. For an uncautious act of 
Parliament may be repealed; but a blow given in a national 


treaty is never to be recovered. 


LINEN AND WOOLEN MANUFACTURES.—Silken 
and cotton manufactures are, in warm climates, ſo much pre- 
| ferable 


1 
ferable to linen and woolen, that, if the Iriſh, in conſequence 
of the above circumſtances, fend filken and cotton manufac- 

turcs to thoſe climates, at cheap rates, they will ſtop the 
exportation of the three great Scots manufactures of linen, 
printed linens, and thin worſted goods. Theſe laſt, viz. 
woolen goods, mult be hurt in Scotland by Mr Orde's 3d and 
4th reſolutions which allow the importation of Iriſh wool and 
woolens, free of duties, into Britain; and the ſecond of them, 
viz. the trade of printed hnens, has already been hurt by a 
heavy tax laid on them laſt ſummer; and ſtill more by the 
fluctuating meaſures of adminiſtration, which firſt gave a 
bounty to them and printed cottons, and then, laſt ſummer, 


laid a tax upon both of them ſoon after. 


IRON MANUFAC TURES. Scotland is the only coun- 
try hitherto known, except England, in which ſeams of coal, 
:ron-ſ{tone, or iron-ore, and lime: ſtone, (the three component 
parts, or raw materials, of which iron is made), are often found 
in the ſame field, and in the near neighbourhood of the ſea, 
or of ſhort water carriage to the ſea. Theſe mines run in a 
ſtretch of ſeventy miles from the eaſt point of Fiteſhire-to the 
weſt point of Ayrſhire, along the two friths, a ſea coaſt, and 

the rivers that run into both. In the ſcale of true and ſu- 
blime policy, that is, of national employment and grandure, 
that ſtretch is of more weight than the mines of Potoſi. 
The works at Carron are the greateſt iron-work in Europe. 
Time and fair play are only wanted for the erection of twenty 
| ſuch 
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fuch works in Scotland. When Parliament is ſatisfied that a 
ſufficiency of pig and bar iron may be produced in Scotland 
and England for the ſupply of the iron manufactures, the po- 
licy of Britain will be to continue, or rather increaſe, the 
preſent duties on the importation of foreign iron, and to re- 
vive the old duties upon American iron. But the policy of 
an Iriſh parliament will be directly the reverſe. They will lay 
on no duties on foreign iron. They will give bounties both 
upon the importation of the pig and bar iron into Ireland, 
and upon the exportation from Ireland of the goods manu- 
factured from them. As faſt as Britain diſcourages the im- 
portation of | foreign pig and bar iron, for the encouragement 
of the landed intereſt, to whom the raw materials belong, and 
of the manufacturing intereſt, which works them up; ſo faſt 
will Ircland encourage that importation, to extend her own 


iron manufacture ; and thus there will be a conſtant ſtruggle 


between the two nations which ſhall beggar the other. 


Nothing will be wanting to complete her ſyſtem of iron 


manufacture but coal. It is generally believed ſhe has coal 
within herſelf; but, if ſhe has not, it is of little conſequence 
in the ſcale of the competition with England; becauſe, by the 
preſent law, the has her coals from England at a tax - 5 per 
cent. leſs than England pays for her own coals going coaſtwiſe: 
For, when Ir@and pays only 1 ſh. 1; d. per chaldron upon 
coals exported to Ireland, England pays a tax upon coals go⸗ | 


ing coaſtwiſe of 5 ſh. 47; d. and, if they go to London, of 
8 ſh, 


9 


of 


advantages are required: 


in point of time or of danger. 


which ſhe trades, or in her own ſhips. 


(. 13 


8 ſh. 7d. per chaldron. And Mr Orde, in his obſervations 
upon the refolutions to the Iriſh Houſe of Commons, very 
judiciouſly obſerves, © That, by refolution 6th, the duty on 
© coals from England to Ireland can never be raiſed.” Theſe 
conſequences will make the mines of Potoſi, above mentioned, 


of as little value to Scotland and England as the bogs of Ire- 
land. 


8 obſervation applying to the above five Manufactures.— 
It behoves Scots people much to attend carefully to preſent 
dangers to their manufaCtures, when they reflect upon the St 
ones that they have eſcaped. Laſt ſummer it was propoſed to 


lay a tax of 2 ſh. a ton upon coals: That ſingle tax would 
have laid the ax to the root of the whole induſtry of Scot- 


land, and deſolated the land. 


TO THE TRADING INTEREST. 


WEST INDIAN AND AMERICAN TRADE. — To en- 
ſure a ſuperiority in trade to one nation above another, four 
1//, A ſaving in the voyage, either 
2dly, A capacity of exporting 
to the country traded to, at cheap rates, the articles which it 
ſtands in need of. 34%, A ready market for what is brought 
from that country. And, 2 An excluſive right of recei- 
ving the produce of it, either in the ſhips of the country to 
This laſt is eſteemed 
ſo 
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ſo much to be the baſis of European Colony commerce, that 
every country which has colonies reſerves to itſelf that exclu- 
ſive right; not England alone, but Spain and Portugal, with- 
out any exception, and France and Holland, with the very 
trifling exception of a few free ports; and on this principle 
the act of navigation of our anceſtors, that paladium of Bri- 


tiſh commerce and empire, was founded. 


Now, Ireland has the ji-/7 of theſe advantages over England ; 
becauſe, when veſſels come from the Weſtern World to Ire- 
land, inſtead of England, the only dangerous part of the 
voyage is paſt, and the ſaving, in time, is conſiderable. The 
difference of inſurance upon the coming and returning weſtern 
voyages to and from Ireland, and to and from England, proves 
the weight of this advantage. 2dly, Ireland has the ſecond adoan- 
tage. Having labour and proviſions cheap, no tax upon land, 
and few on other ſubjects, no poors rate, and coals on a tax 75 
per cent. leſs than England carrying coals coaſtwiſe pays for 
them, the can furniſh manufactures, and proviſions in grain, 
meat, and fiſh, cheaper to the weſtern world than England 
can do. 3dly, Ireland has the third advantage: For, when 
England has only two markets, viz. her own conſumption, 
and a trade to other countries, Ireland will have three mar- 
kets, viz. her own conſumption, a trade to other countries, 
and a ſmuggling trade to England; and this laſt will be more 
beneficial to Ireland than both the others put together; be- 
cauſe the high duties of England will be the profit attached 


to 


5 


to the trade. Nor will it be poſſible for England to prevent 
that ſmuggling trade. The weſt winds, which blow from Ire- 
land to Britain ten months in the year, and the open and un- 
guardable coaſts on the weſt ſide of Britain, make ſmuggling 
both caſy and fafe. Why was England forced to buy the Iſle 
of Man from the Duke of Athole ? Why have the Danes 
erected the Iſland of North Faro into an entrepct for the 
ſmuggling trade to the Britiſh dominions ? The run from 


Ireland is not greater than from the Ifle of Man; and the 


long and dangerous navigation from North Faro will be avoid- 


ed. In this trade England will have the threefold diſadvan- 
tage of ſullering in her revenue, in her home trade, by the 
competition between the Iriſh ſmuggler and the Engliſh fair 
trader, and in her foreign colony trade, ſeeing it will de im- 
pofſible to diſtinguiſh the produce of foreign colonies from 
the produce of the Britiſh Colonies, whether they be fairly 
entered from Ireland, or ſinuggled from Ireland. 47, Ireland 
having thus the three firſt advantages over England, will alſo 
participate in the 4% advantage, the only one which England 
has at preſent over her, and bring the Weſt Indian and Ame- 
rican trade in her own ſhips, through Ireland, to England, 
Is it not obvious that Ireland, poſſeſſing the three firſt of the 
above advantages. beyond England, and partaking with her 


in the fourth, mutt beat Britain, and conſequently Scotland, 


in the American and Weſt Indian trade? 
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THE GENERAL CARRYING TRADE.-muſt. ſtand or 
fall with the Act of Navigation, which preſerves it; but Mr 
Nrde's ſecond reſolution repeals the AQ of Navigation. The 
words: are: © Tt is fit and proper that all articles, not the 
growth of Great Britain or Ireland, ſhould be imported in- 
© to each kingdom from the other, reciprocally, under the 
© ſame regulations, and at the fame duties, if ſubject to duties, 
© to which they are liable when imported directly from the 
© place of their growth, product, or manufacture.” The con- 
ſequence is, that a great ſhare of that part of the carrying 
trade of Britain which Scotland poſſeſſes will be loſt to Scot- 
land. 


GENERAL CONSEQUENCE TO THE BRI- 
TISH EMPIRE. 


REVOLUTION OF COMMERCE AND EMPIRE.— 
There are eight cauſes of the high price of woven manufac- 
tures in Britain. ½, Raw materials dear. 2d, Proviſions 
dear. 29, Cloaths, fewel, and buildings, dear. 47, Cuſtoms 
and exciſe upon the neceſſaries of life high. 5th, Few works 
in which women and children can be employed. 6th, Car- 
Triage, even water carriage, expenſive. -th, The freedom 
which every man has to go from one buſineſs to another, 
which makes him run from every buſineſs that is cheap. And, 
lafily, The privileges of excluſive corporations, and ſtatutes of 


apprenticeſhips, both of which give a monopoly to individual 


1 


work 


(17 7 
workmaſters againſt the community. In all theſe circum- 
ſtances, the ſtate of woven manufactures in India and China 
differ: /, Whereas ſilk is brought to Britain from India or 
Italy, and cotton from the Welt Indies, and flax and wool are 
produced by flow, expenſive, and artificial operations; filk 
and cotton in the Eaſt Indies, on the contrary, are got upon 
the ſpot, and produced almoſt by the hand of Nature. 24h), 
The food in India is rice. The culture of an acre does not 
coſt above 10 iiullings. An acre of land, at each crop, 
bears four times the weight in rice that it does in wheat; it 
bears two, and ſometimes three crops in the year; a handful, 
when boiled, ſwells into a large meſs; and in hot climates men 
eat little; no fermented liquors are drunk ; hence proviſions, 
both ſolid and liquid, are cheap. 3dly, In thoſe fine cli- 


* mates, 


* The cultivation of Rice conſiſts, 1½, in plowing, which, in the ſoil and 

climate of the Eaſt Indies, is entirely ſuperficial; the plough, which is a piece of 
crooked ſick held in one hand, making little more impreſſion than the tooth 
of one of our harrows: This is done by oxen; an ox colts 10 rupees ; He is 
fed on chaff and graſs, and is maintained at the expence of a rupee and half 
per month, at 2 s. and 4 d. a rupee. The 2d operation is taking the plants 
from the ſeed, and dibbling them into the ground. The 3d is watering the 
ground, which is a trifling charge, becauſe it is done from the public drains. 
The laſt is reaping, which is done with the ſickle. Two men will reap an 
acre in a day: I'he wages of a land labourer are 3 rupecs and a half a month, or 
about three pence a day. From theſe data, the expence of producing the crop 
cannot exceed ten ſhillings an acre. 

There are three Begas in Bengal in an acre. A Bega will produce 18 
mannds˖ of rice in a crop; a mannd is 80 pounds. Hence the produce of an 
acre from each crop is 2400 pounds, or two crops in the year is 4800 pounds, 
or three crops in the year is 3200 pounds; but taking an average of two crops 
and a half in a year, 1s 6000 pounds, The calculations in this and the fore- 
going paragraph, I had from the two Armenian merchants of Bengal, who 
came to England 12 years ago, to throw themſelyes upon the protection of a 
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mates, few cloaths, no fewel, and flight buildings, for houſes, 


rr 5 


are required. 479, In India there are no cuſtoms or exciſes 


-” 


es / T7” ol 


on the neceſſaries of life, and in China very few. 579, The 


fabrics of ſilk and cotton are moſtly done by women and chil- 


dren. Gt, Bengal and China being all interſected with ca- 


L4 


nals, the expence of carriage is a trifle. 7, Every man in 


Pr 5 
e e ens 7 


India and China is obliged to follow the occupation of his 
fore-fatliers, ſo that workmen, by changing buſineſs, cannot 


raiſe wages. Laſtly, There are no exclufive corporations, or 


apprenticeſhips, there. From theſe circumſtances, woven 
manufactures always have been, and always will be cheaper, 


by ſome hundreds per cent. there than in Britain; and, there- 


5 e Sis 


5 4 


RR 


fore, it will be in the power of the Iriſh, by importing them, 


—_— 


to underſell the Britiſh woven manufactures. 


In 


* 22 3 


7 


Britiſh houſe of Commons, azainft the violences of the fervants abroad of the 


Eaſt India Company, 
Upon the average of a family in Bengal of men, women, ns children, 


5 2 
ay 


half a pound of rice a day will maintain each individual. 
A buſhel of wheat in Britain weighs 56 pounds, and upon an average there 

may be 30 buſhcl< to an acre. | 1 
From theſe principles it follows; that 365 acres will maintain 12000 indi- 


cpa = 


yiduals in Bengal for a year, when the ſame number of acres of wheat in 
England would not g. ve flour to above a thouſand. 

But it will require more than double that number of acres to furniſh A-ſh 

to theſe thouſand perſons, on the ſuppoſal that an acre will feed a bullock of 

40 ſtone weight or 560 pounds, and that each perſon eats a pound of meat in 


FS . 


E 


a Cay. From all which it follows, that the ſame quantity of ground which 
maintains one perſon in Britain, will maintain 40 in Bengal. 
A mannd of rice caſts a rupee; hence at half a pound a day, the food of a 


manufacturer i little more than a farthing a day. 
Theſe differences will explain he reaſon of the exceſſive populouſneſs and 


ncapneds of the manufactures of the Eaſt, compared with thoſe of Europe. 
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4119 
In this trade they will have the five following advantages 


over the Engliſh Eaſt India Company : 


Imo, They will import raw ſilk, without duties, for their 
own manufactures, thoſe of other countries, and ſmuggling ins 
to England; and they will not be deterred from importing the 
ſilk and cotton manufactures of the Eaſt without duties, by 


the fear of injuring the manufattures of Britain. 


2do, By ſtatute in England, machinery and manufactures 
cannot be carried to foreign countries. It is believed there 
are no ſuch ſtatutes in Ireland; or, if there be, they would 
be either reverſed or eluded, ſo far as relates to India and 
China at leaſt. In the whole filken and cotton manufactures 
of the Eaſt, all is done by labour, nothing by machinery; and, 
even in that labour, every thing is clumſy and unhandy. The 
ends of the beam of a loom are ſtuck into two mud walls; a 
ſilk ſhuttle is four times the ſize of an Engliſh one: The ſpin- 
ing or twiſting wheel is not even turned by the foot. There 
is not even a ſtocking loom in all China or Bengal. The 
paintings on their ſtuffs are all done by the flow movement 
of the pencil, not by the expeditious ſtroke of the block. 
The Iriſh will ſend all Kinds of machinery to their t2Ctors in 
the Eaſt, for the proper {pinning, twiſting, mixing, dving, 
winding, arranging the warp and woof, working, painting, or 
printing, of filk and cotton fabrics. Sir Thomas Loomb's 
machine, at Derby, adapted for tilt, and Mr Arkwright's for 


cotton, will foon find their way in Irith hands to the Eaſt. 
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3710, Fine ſilk fabrics being great in value, and ſmall In 
bulk, require ſhips of ſmall burden for carrying them. The 
Eaſt India Company, notwithſtanding their vaſt loſſes by ſhip- 
wreck in the river of Bengal, which is not fit for large ſhips, = 
{till continue to trade there in ſhips of great barden, partly 
from the habitual extravagance of that company, and partly 
becauſe they are under a legal obligation to bring home ſalt- 
petre, which is a heavy commodity. The Iriſh being ſubject 
to none of theſe diſadvantages, will bring home the fine fa- 
brics in veſſels of 300, or 350 tons burden, which the great- 
eſt navigator that ever ſailed, Captain Cook, thought the fit- 
teſt veſſels for every ſervice except that of war. Such veſſels 
coſt little in compariſon of the Company's large ſhips, re- 
quire few hands, are cheap officered, can load or unload 
where large ſhips cannot, fail on ſhallow coaſts, and fail 
quick, whereby they come firſt to the market. From theſe 
circumſtances the Irith will underſell the Eaſt India Company 
in every market.— This is not all; they will hurt the home 
ſea-faring and ſhipping buſineſs, The moſt laſting ſhips in | 
the world are built on the Malabar coaſt. 'The Iriſh will pur- 
chaſe them there, and fail them in all ſouthern and middle 
climates, navigated not by Englith ſubjects, but by Laſcars 
and Chineſe, who can neither ſuffer by, nor are afraid of 
ſuch climates. Laſcars are every day to be ſcen at Wapping; 


and, four years ago, one of the Emperor of Germany's ſhips _ 


„ 


entered the Bay of Cadiz navigated by a crew who were 
moſtly Chineſe. 
479, 


( 28. 3 
41, The foreign Companies in India carry on their trade 
with the fortunes of the ſervants of the Engliſh Company, 


which they ſend in goods to Europe, in foreign bottoms, 


Though this was not the only cauſe, it was, perhaps, one 


cauſe which induced Mr Haſtings, ſome years ago, to remit 
the fortunes of the ſervants in the Company's inveſtments. 
But he made the bills payabe at the end of years, aad the 
Company at home protracted theſe terms of payment {till 
longer. Hence the ſervants will, probably, not truſt that chan- 
nel again. But the rapidity with which chey ran into it, 
ſhows that remittaxcs through the channels of foreign Com- 
panies is not natural to the ſervants, and that they do not 
like them. Deceived by the one, ſuſpicious of the other, 
they will embrace the new channel of Ireland ; and regular 
factories will be eſtabliſhed between Ireland on the one hand, 
and India and China on the other, for the remittance of the 
fortunes of the ſervants of the Engliſh Company. Thus the 
Iriſh will trade on the money of other people; and the only 
| objection to their getting a great Faſt India trade, to with the 


want of original capitals, will be removed. 


Laſtly, The demand for filver to the Eaſt Indies is vaſt, and 
fill increaſing. That filver comes from Mexico to Spain, 
from Spain to England, goes from England to Indoſtan, and 
moſt of it from thence to China. That is to ſay, it fails as 
many leagues as would go twice round the globe; it takes 
two years in its paſſage, and is loaded with many duties, com- 


miſſions, 
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( 22 ) 
miſſions, inſurances, freights, and riſks. Its natural paſſagc 
ſhould be by agreement with the Spaniſh government from 
Mexico to Manilla, in the common Manilla flota, a voyage of 
a few weeks, and from thence the conveyance to China is a 
trifle. This the Engliſh Company have never attended to; 
and the preſent diſordered ſtate of their affairs would now 
prevent Spain from truſting that Company with her trea- 
fures. But it is not probable that the Spaniſh government 
would refuſe to truſt them to an Iriſh Eaſt India Company, 
ſupported by the Parliament of Ireland; or even to a private 
Iriſh ſociety, ſupported, as it probably would be, by the wealth 
of individuals. in England, and the fortunes of the Engliſh ſer- 
vants in India; which ſociety could even afford to pay the 
filver in Spain before it was delivered at Manilla, becauſe they 


could replace it in fix months after, from its own produce. 


With theſe advantages over the Engliſh Company, the Iriſh, 
in foreign veſſels of a moderate ſize, I mean Indian ones, na- 
vigated by foreign ſeamen, I mean Laſcars and Chineſe, will 
carry raw ſilk and woven manufactures, free of duty to Ireland. 
They will ſmuggle cotton and filk goods upon the coaſts of | 
Africa, and upon the American dominions of Portugal and 
Spain, in which laſt, as appears from Mr Smith's excellent 
book, vol. 2. p. 460. there is faid to be 2 market for no leſs 
than three million Sterling in linens, the-place of which thoſe 
goods would ſupply. They will ſend them to the French and 
Engliſh Weſt Indies, and to North America. - Under the 


name 


1 


name of the Armenians, who already trade from India to the 


- 


| 
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Manillas, they will ſend them to the Manillas, and from 

thence the goods will find their way along the coaſts of Mexi- 7 

1 co, Peru, and Chili ; they will ſmuggle them along the coaſts £ 

2 of Spain, Portugal, France, and England, and ſend them into E 

the Mediterranean, in the ſame way as the Emperor lately ſent C 

raw ſilk even to Leghorn. They will ſend them either in the : 

L way of fair trade, or of ſmuggling trade, to all the north- : | 

eaſtern countries of Europe. In thoſe paſſages, they will drop 2 

their teas, china, and other eaſtern commodities, in all coun- ; 

| tries that will buy them. Laſtly, the India buſineſs. of Eng- % 

| land will be transferred from London to Ireland. b 

Or, as a quicker road to immediate wealth, the Iriſh may | 

j take poſſeſſion of one of the many iſlands that lie between A 

i Africa and America, either by treaty, if they be inhabited, ; 

or by the mere act of poſſeſſion, if they are not inhabited, and Is ; 

convert that ſettlement into an emporium for Eaſt India goods f 

for all nations to reſort to, in the ſame way as Alexandria in þ 

ancient times was the emporium of the world for the pro- 6 

, duce of India. Should this ſettlement ſucceed, moſt nations L 

/ would ſupply themſelves there, inſtead of expoſing themſelves 

I to the dangers and expence of voyages round the Cape of E 

: Good Hope to the Eaſt Indies, and of maintaining ſettlements 1 

in them. The conſequence would be, that Ireland might draw f 
4 | the profits of a vaſt trade, and draw a vaſt revenue in cuſ- 
e toms, without employing in that trade almoſt a ſingle Britiſh 


or 
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or Iriſh ſhip or ſeaman. But vain and fatal would be the 


wealth both to Ireland and to England, even though England 


was to ſhare in it. For wealth to England, without a navy 


to defend it, and which navy cannot be got but by preſerving 


the navigation acts ſacred, would only make her and hers the 


more tempting prey to her enemies. 


It is no viſion to foretel that the Iriſh will make ſettlements 


in the Sandwich Iſlands, diſcovered by Captain Cook in his 


laſt voyage; one of the firſt ſeats on earth for trade and for 


maritime conquelt : For, being placed in the latitude of 226 
north, ſhips can run from them on the trade wind to India and 
China; or, by going a few degrees north to get the great weſt 
wind, which blows there ten months in the year, they can 
run in the tract of the Acapulca ſhips to the coaſt of Mexico, 
and from thence along all the coaſts of the South Seas, taking 
advantage of the north land wind, which blows continually 
from Mexico into the Bay of Panama. By which they may 
command both the gold of the Eaſt, and the ſilver of the 
Weſt. The paſſage is not difficult; inſtead of going by the 
high latitudes of Cape Horn, they will go by the Cape of 
Good Hope, by ealy latitudes, in which the higheſt at New 
Holland is in 40 degrees; and they will have five great reſting 
places for their ſhips, Madeira, the Cape, New Holland, New 
Zealand, and the Society Illands; beſides many other ſmaller 
ones in their paſſages through the South Sea. The expence 
will be a trifle; an Iriſh parliament will hold it cheap indeed. 
op 


„ 


It will only require two ſhips of 3 50 tons, 200 Iriſh adven- 


turers, a train of light carronades to be carried -on poles, or 


even on mens {houlders, and the frames of a few ſmall veſlels, 


to be put together at the ſcene of action. The iſlands are full 


of ſalt, of proviſions, and of inhabitants. By their rocky 


form, they are full of natural fortifications. The officers who 


went firſt to the iſlands in the South Sea in the preſent reign, 


agree that the iſlanders, in a few days, ran along the yards 


and up the ſhrouds of the ſhips, faſter than their own people, 
and in a few weeks would have made as good mariners ; for 
which there are two good reaſons; the firſt is, that people 
who wear no ſhoes tread ſurer on ſhip-board, on yards, and 
on cordage, and cling firmer, than men who wear ſhoes ; 


and, 2dly, That, as the inhabitants live by fiſhing, every one 


is by nature a mariner. 


*" 


In this ſucceſſion of events, the ſeeds of many wars are in- 
volved. The Iriſh, on differences with the Engliſh Eaſt India 
ſettlements or ſervants, will claim the protection of Ireland, 
and of the parliament of Ireland. Trading and ſettling in the 


dominions of Afiatic princes, or in foreign ſettlements, they 


may intrigue and ſtir up wars againſt the Engliſh Company, 


their rivals in trade. It is very well known that the hardeſt 
fought battles in America were maintained, not by native A- 
mericans, but by Britiſh and Iriſh ſubjects, emigrated to Ame- 


rica. The fame exertions by emigrating ſubje&ts may pull 


down the Company's empire in the Eaſt which pulled down 
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the Pr itiſh empire in the Welt: European nations, provoked 


by their ſmuggling on their coaſts, will proceed to ſeverities; ; 


*theſe will be retaliated. If, on theſe diſputes, England does 
not ſupport the Iriſh, they will turn their rage againſt that 


nation which deſerted them. If England ſupports them, ſhe 


will involve herſelf in wars that are not her own. The 


piques of merchants will become the quarrels of nations. In 


the year 1739, an Engliſh ſmuggler, Captain Jenkens, inform- 


ed the Houſe of Commons at their bar, that the commander 


of one of the King of Spain's guarda coſtas had cut off his 


ears, and threatened his life, In that dreadful moment, ſaid 
he, I recommended my ſoul to my God, and my revenge to 


my country.” It required little more to incite a popular aſ- 


ſembly to a war with Spain, againſt the will of the King, and 


his miniſters, and againſt the national intereſt.—Spain will 


proteſt againſt Iriſh ſettlements in the South Seas ; Ireland will 


- plead the rights of nations; whatever fide England takes Eng- 


land will ſuffer. 


Objection 1. To theſe conſequences it may be objected, ie, 


That if the importation of the woven commodities of the 


Eaſt had been ſo very advantageous, the different Eaſt India 


companies of Europe would have embraced them before now. 


It is anſwered, the Swediſh Company is fo poor, that they 


do little more than trade to China, in order to form at Got- 


tenburg an entrepot for ſmuggling teas, and other Chineſe ar- 
ticles into the Britiſh dominions. The Daniſh Company, is 
me 


P 


„ 


not much richer; even ſupported by the remittance of the 
fortunes of the Engliſh ſervants, they employ not above three 
or four ſhips in a year. The Emperor's Company is new, and 
{till poorer than either. The French trade in India, till thirty 
years ago, when they exchanged it for ſchemes of conqueſt, 
was a ſucceſſion of bankruptcies, becauſe imprudently conduc- 
ted; and, ſince that time, has been ruined in India by two 
unſuccesful wars. The Portugueſe have vaſt ſettlements of 
thcir own to ſupply, and do ſupply them ; but farther exer- 


tions were not to be expected from a country which has loſt 


its ſpirit with its liberty. The Dutch Company has been in- 


tent, and occupied in its great object, the monopoly of the 


ſpice trade; and yet the late importations of filk and cotton 


manufactures from the Eaſt Indies to Europe, which the 


Dutch have made, may ſhow what the Iriſh may make. Im- 


portations by the Englith Company have been reſtrained by 


the demands for taxes upon importation, and by the fear of 


interfering with the intereſts of the woven manufactures of 


Britain, But Ireland will make her ſpring free, diſencum- 


bered, and ber flight will be high. 


Ob7eftion 2. The Englith Eaſt India Company may recover 
the blow it has received, the taults it has committed, and all 


the fve advantages above mentioned. It is arfwered, It is 


— 


200 probable that ſome of them will be recovered. For it 


will be impoſiible for England to ſee with unconcern ſuch an 


immenſe trade taken from her; and the only way ſhe WI 


have 
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13 
have to recover a part of it, and to put herſelf on a footing 


with Ireland, will be, to repeal her navigation acts, at leaſt ſo 


far as they relate to the Eaſt India trade, and to allow her 


ſubjects to find ſeamen, and ſell cargoes, where they beſt can, 


without taking England in their way, by which the revenue, 


and the naval power of England, will ſuffer; and to introduce 


machinery for the manufacturers of the Eaſt Indies into her 


dominions there. 


But, whether England repeals theſe laws or not; that is, 


whether, by not repealing them, ſhe leaves an immenſe trade 


to Ireland, or, by repealing them, becomes at beſt but a_ 


ſharer in the profits of Ireland ; in both caſes her woven ma- 
nufactures muſt decreaſe ; becauſe the introduction of raw ſilk 
into Ireland, duty free, for the manufacturers of Ireland, and 


of other European countries, and the communication of the 


woven fabricks of the Eaſt to the whole univerſe, at lower 


prices than ever was known before, in conſequence of the in- 


troduction of machinery into the Eaſt, will leave no market 


for the woven manufactures of Britain to ſupply. 


Objeftion 3. Iriſh ſettlements in diſtant iſlands are mere 
viſions, or, at worſt, will not happen ſoon. It is anſwered, 
when Paterſon, the needy, obſcure, but able Scots projector, 


was planning his ſettlement of Darien, in a garret at Edin- 


burgh, with a few men, obſcure, but able like himſelf, had 


any man foretold, that, in the ſpace of a year, individuals in 


Scotland, 
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Scotland; a country in which there was not then L. 800,000 


of running caſh, would ſubſcribe L. 500,000, and advance 


L. 200,000 of it for that ſettlement; that it would be ſupport- 
ed by great Engliſh wealth from London ; that three arma- 
ments would ſail, and make a ſettlement effectual in the heart 
of the Spaniſh dominions, and on the nobleſt paſs on earth 


for commerce, ſeeing it connected together the commerce of 


Europe, America, and both the Indies; that it would bring 


King William upon the brink of a war with Spain and France, 


for his being accuſed of protecting it, and with Scotland for 
his deſerting it; and that it would give him more vexation 
than almoſt any event of a vexatious reign; that prophet 


would have been accounted a viſionary madman; and yet all 


theſe events did follow juſt as it might have been very well 


foreſeen they would follow. An Iriſh ſettlement in the Sand- 


wich Iſlands, or between Africa and America, would not re- 


quire a fourth of the expence that Darien coſt. The eſtabliſh- 


ment at Darien was an idea of genius and grandeur indeed; 
but the idea of a ſettlement in thoſe iſlands is ſtill more in- 
flaming to a people like the Iriſh, prodigal of money and of 


life when they have great objects in view. 


1ſt Concluding Ot/ervation. A common eye glancing over a 


common map of Ireland, and particularly of that part of it 


which opens immediately upon the Atlantic Ocean, will; ſee 


it indented with deep and ſpacious Bays, more than any coaſt 


in the world, except Norway, from the northmoſt point of 
| Ireland 
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Ireland to Cape Clear on the ſouth. A ſcientific eye, exa- 


mining thoſe Bays by Mr McKenzic's Charts and Survey, 


will find them protected by iſlands in a moſt ſingular manner 


from ſurfs and ſtorms, and ſurrounded with natural harbours 


fo numerous as not even to have names. The hand of Na- 


ture points out, that the country to which they belong is 


formed to be the Emporeum of the commerce of the Weſtern 


World. 


2d Concluding Obſervation. Ireland has the ſame ſuperiority 
over Britain in artificial and accidental cauſes. England pays 


the intereſts of near 200 millions of debt. 'The taxes requi- 


fite to do ſo, with the expence of collecting them, amount, 


upon an average, to above a Guinea a year to each individual; 


but, as a man pays for his wife and children who cannot pay 


for themſelves, the rate is much higher. The taxes requiſite 


to pay the intereſts of the public debts of Ireland do not a- 
mount to eightpence a year on each individual. Even a child 
might ſee that Ireland muſt from thence manufacture and trade 
cheaper than England. England is by future taxes to defend 
Ireland in times of war. Ireland is not to advance a penny to 
maintain thoſe wars. Even a child might ſce that the bar- 
gain in the preſent treaty is unequal. England 1s in the con- 
dition of a few porters carrying on poles a load proportioned 


to their ſtrength; let one quit his pole the whole load muſt 


fall: Diminiſh the commerce and revenue of England far 


leſs than to the extent to which theſe reſolutions would di- 
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miniſh them, and the funds would tumble at once. By Mr 
Orde's reſolutions, England is to give participation of her all, 
and is to get nothing in return, but what every other nation 


that chooſes to trade with her gives. — The treaty with Ireland, 


founded on ſuch reſolutions, is like Pandora's Box, big not 


only with preſent but with future miſchiefs. They are equal- 
ly miſchievous in what they have done, and what they have 
neglected to do. Britain and Ireland have only one of two 
ways to get out of the embarraſſment in which they have in- 
volved the two kingdoms. One is, that Ireland ſhould have 
all the benefits of Engliſh commerce, and bear all the bur- 
dens; in which caſe, Ireland and Britain would be the firſt 
ſtate in Europe. But, if Ireland will not agree to this ar- 
rangement, then, the other is, that each parliament. ſhould 
regulate its commerce as it pleaſes ; and the conſequence will 
be, that, in future ages, the Iriſh will curſe the preſent race 
of their countrymen, who did not accept the firſt of thoſe 


alternatives. 
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